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CHAPTER XXX
Diane Changes Her Mind.
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1917, By William Mcleod Raine.

anid the pled piper and ="
CIf s pakanisin to be in ove with
thi: are a0 thivtyethied de-
Eree pagan”
“Well, and was there
lwanutiful might before?”
He thought not, but he had not the
words to tell her that for him its heau-

world, you

eVer o more

1y lay largely in her presence. Her
passionate love of things tine and
brave trunsformed the universe for
him. It was enough for him  to be
near her, to hear the laughter bub-
Wing i her throat. to touch her

crisp, blue-black hair as he i justed

the searf about her head.
el mindde the night,” he

sy that's a Christion thought as well

replned

as o pagin one”

They were o exception e the rule
tht The worhd
fur them tonight divided itselt into
twn classs wne  included  Sheba
O Neill aned tGerdon Elliot. the other
ook in the uninteresting remnpant of
humanity. No matter how far atield
their talk began, it always come hiack
1 themselves,  They wanted to Know
all about each other, to compare ex-
periences and of view Hut
time Hed too words,  They
tilked as lovers to the end ol
time—in exelamations and the meet-
g of eyes and e endearments

When Diane and Peter found them
on the hill=top, Sheba protestid, with
her half shy., half audacious sule,
thut it voull not  be two hours since
Gordon  had  left the hving
o Peter  grinnesd He remems-
bered a0 hilltap consecrated hix
own courtship of Diane.

Thee only  wedding thit
Macdonald sent Shebu long
envelope with two documents attieh-
w elip. One  was  from the
Kusink “Sun.” It announced that the
search party had found the body  of
Northrup with the rest of the stolen
goll beside him. The other was i
copy of o legal document. It effeet
was that the district attorney hand
Jismissed all charges pending against
Gordon Elliot.

Although Muacdonall lost
cluims ot Kamatlalh by reason ol the
report of Elllot, all Alaska still be-
Lieves that he was right.  In that
country of strong men he  stands
hewd and shoulders above his fellows.
He has_the fortunate gift of com-

luvirs are  eRosts,

points
fast fur
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.-uq-w! of the situation.
Will  hat give us
dear®™  Aml who are You
have hepe?™

“Just the fanuly I'vae
it neither of them vcan come
(RTITE wken leg amd the other
wavs e doesn’t waunt to See e -
vhied to snother Sheba explnin-
vl with o smile

s tiordon won't come?™

yes  He'll have 1o be

cant et along without
groom, 11 wouldn’t e oo
would e
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“You little wreteh!™ she
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this hime ! Not
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| suppose, tooan outsider, I
Bkl Mixs  rNeill  admitted
“Hut Gordon amd 1 both
that.”
Maedomald

sure
L) Ve

=t
smilnly
understand

Al Calby
understand it oo™

vh, ves Her smile grew birowder.
“He told me that he dudn't think 1
wonld quite suit ham, after all Nuot
cnoueh experienes for the place.”

Diane Hashed o suspleious look  of

he

does

mguiry. o0 course that's  nonsense.
What disd he tell you™”

capmething  like  that,  He  will
marey Mrs. Mallory, 1 think. thourh
he dogsn’t Know it yet”

“you mean shew il see him on the
rebommd,” sl Diane bluntly

Phat sn't a0 nive way o put it

He has alwavs Lked her very much.
He s fond of her for what she is
What attrseted him in me were the
thinks his agination gave to me”

“aml Gordon lkes vou, | suppose,
for whit you are?’

Shoebi il not resent the lttle note
f friendly sarcasm “1 suppose he
has his Gancies abiout me, too, but hy
the time he finds out what 1 am he'll
1 put up with me.

of  Elliot
He had come,
receive congratulations,
“AWhat tn the world have you heen
duing with your “ demunded -
As an afterthought she added
SMro Macdonald g all cut up oo

Wi've been taKing mussage treal-
ment Gordon passed to a subject of
wore immedite interest. Do ToRet
my vongratulutions, 1M

She kissed him, tow, for old sike’s
stke. 1 dto believe you'll suit Sheba
Better than Colby Macdonald  would.
He's o grent man amd you are not.
But it snt everybody that is fit to be
the wife of a great man.”

“That's o double, left-handed com-
phivient.” lughed Gordon.  “Hut you
ean’t sy anvthing that will hurt my
feolines toskiy, DI Isn't that  your
baby | hear erving”  What a heart-
less mother vou are’”

IMane iave him the few  minutes
alone with Sheba that his gay smile
had! asked for.  “Get out with you”
she =abd, laughing, “tGo to the top
of the hll and look at the lovery
moon Uve ordered there expresaly for
vour, and while you are there forget
thut there are going to be cryving ba-
bies amd nursemaids with  evenings
out in that golden future of yours.”

‘Come dalong, Sheba. We'll start
now on the golden trail,” said Elliot.

She walked as if she loved it. Her
long, slender Jegs moved rhythmically
amd her arms swung true as pendu-
lums.

The moon was all that Diane had
promised. Sheba drank It in happi-
Iy.

] believe 1 must be a pagan. I
love the sun and the moon and I
know it's all true about the littie folk

have
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manding the admirafion of  IFend
and foe alike. The lady who is his
wife is secretly the greatest of his
slavis, but she tries not to et him
know how much he has captured her
nuagination For Uenevieve  Mac-
donald ennnot quite understand, her-

sell, how so elementil an emotivn ax
ul

love iun have pierced the armor
her sophigtication,
(The Fndo
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BOLSHEVIKI AND SOCIALISM.

Recent Events Have Developed Some
of the Essential Differences.
t"'ndoubtedly the managers of the
proposed Stockholm conference have
given vloser study than anyboly else
to the programme of the Bolsheviki.
lioth Huysmans, the Belgan Soclalist
leder, wnd Branting, the swedish
leader, have stated their opinion that
the Holsheviki neguotintions ut lirest-
Litovsk vould only lead to the milt-
tury victory of Germany over Hussia,
amnd possibly to a German milltary
vietory also on the western front.
This is also the solemnly declared
view of the French Socialists.  Their
statement of December 22 was signed
by the leaders of both factions, in-
cluding the pacitists who wlvocated
the Stockholm conference and sup-
purted the Russiun Soviet (¢ *ouncil of
workmen and Soldiers) until the
Holsheviki obtained exclusive control.
Jeun Longuet. the leader of the
French pacifists, wus one of the sign-
This very careful and full analy-

e
«is by French Soclalists, several of
whom have spent long sojourns in

Russia since the war, in sympathetic
touch with all Russian Socvialist fac-
tions, except the Holsheviki is worthy
of careful consideration. It helpsim-
mensely  to understand the precise
difference between President  Wil-
son's position and that of the Rolshe-
viki, ax it is filled with a profoundly
sincere effort to understund Lenine
and Trotzky and to Eive an honest
and correct Interpretation of their
position. Here is the vital parngraph:

“Has not Germany. followed by her
allies, until now declined to make
known her war aims? The laboring
classes of the Central empires have
not won their politienl liberty. All
their sicrifices have not yet establish-
¢d the vertitude of absolute universal
suffrage, nor of a supreme und re-
sponsible parlinment Thus the peo-
ple of these enemy countries have not
atlirmed by their acts their anti-im-
perialism nor their acceplance of the
right of peoplee to dispose of them-
selves nor the principle of the league
of nations which Is necessary (0
guarantee it

“There Is in war a terrible logic.
The Soviete realize this, for. while
affirming their desire for a general
peace, they said: ‘Let us ask Ger-
many to make her war alms known
and let the German Soclalists have o
revolution, just as we have.”

“The Soviets obtained neither one
answer nor the other.'”

Here is the problem in the short-
¢st possible space. The Rolsheviki
policy has led the German govern-
ment to expose its peace terms with

regard to Russia only—whether
through the power, firmness and
cleverness of the Bolsheviki or

through the arrogance and stupidity
of the Germans is a vital question,
only for understanding character of
the Bolsheviki, but is of no impbrt-
ance in discussing their peace poli-
cv. As to the peace questions involv-
ed on the other fronts the Entente
nations have stated their terms,
while the German government has
falled utterly to make its position

3 Jamllg ;{ltu'spapzr Jnr the ﬁromntmn of the @nlmtal Soclal ngnltnral and t[ommrrml
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clear llu- .u!nhenk:
acting o the principle of & sepurate
rather than 2 general peacc—which

they have setimitely abandoned —make

no pre-cimptory demand of Germany
th State e peace terms on oany but
the HKussiun front.  These terins be-
g unstated the Bolsheviki may con-
tinue 0 negoliations for o separate
peace on the assumption  that  the
Kaiser's terms on the western front

would be in aceord with o Jdemocrit-
1 perce.

O the cuntrary the
hsts, the British Laborites, and the
Socialist factions who composed the
mujority in all the national eleeted
bodies of Hussia, until violently oust-
1 by the Bolshevikl, believe that the
attitude of the German government
is suthciently clear—for the reason
that neither the junker military par-
ty nor the reichstag majority nor
even the minority  Soclalists  have
conceded, or shown any sign of con-
cedling, # single one of the seven cvon-
crete points  of President Wilson's
peice terms, The position  of the
German minority Soclalists on these
puints, morcover, s identical with
that of the Holsheviki

The French Soctalists, dritish La-
borites and  Russian Socinl Revolu-
tionists therefure In accornd that
there is no prospect whatever of sie-
curing o democmtic pepce from UHE
many without revolution or military
defent.——Willkom English  Whaling, of
the Vigiluntes
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BACK OF THE LINES.

Things Necessary to Be Done by the
People at Homu.
Every one knows what the tighting

man hus ahead.  His business, m the

main, 15 to lght

1tut how about the work of those
Ievek of the lines?

I have in mind, as a prefude, two
magor league  ball clubs. The Hrst
tesn haed the deaderstop and the ma-
terid to wain with.,  There was o
auestion of this.  Hut the fun sup-
port at home was lacking-—both  in
the wiay of attendunee and direet en-
courngement,  The home fans appar-
ently took 1t Tur grantel their vlub
wonlil win the penmaint owl fur this
or other reasons, were luKewarm in
their support, ol overcritival of any

managerinl or pluying mistakes.

The result purely  human
tarn, The elub tinally became  dis-
couriged to wonder just what the use
was in playing for that type uf sup-
port,  Neeidless o say it lost the Hag.
T'he cond team  had pood average
material, but nothing borderving upon
the invineible,  ut it carried the full
and  complete support of its home
funs who paid their money at the
box otlice and who stood biek of their
club on the feld, as loval in defeut

Wis i

as in victory.  Back fn the  grand
stand and the bleachers they helped
to_tight_for thelr club, This team,
WIth itk mierale Tnely molded iy |

such support, fought iti wuy to the
front. and held the peal: agninst het-
louking clubs,

These are not hypothetical  cases.
They are not whut might have hige-
pened.  They what actually took
e,

Witk 15 only st game L pon o mighty
seale.  Like any other game it re-
ipmires leadership, mtterianl, team play
tradning,  saerifice—amnd  suppaort hack
of the lines,

What are the
wiayvs of giving this

the lines?t"’

wr

are

detinite
bavk of

concrete,
gupport

“Phis war,t remarked  lan o Hay
(Maj. Beith) vecently. “will be won
by the allies to a cerainty, if  the
nerve and nerves of the people back

of the lines only hold out.”
Nerve and the control of nerves is

needed back of the lines  fully  uas
much as in the fichl
Whitt other ways are there?

There i% an old golf maxim which

ailvises, “Keep vour exe on the ball”
This maxim is incorrectly arranged.
1t should rewd, “Keep your mind on

the ball™
There are too many who keep their

eve on certaln Injunctions o “help
Hoover,” “cut down the meat supply.”
“economize,” “buy  Liberty  honds®

“help the Ited Cross” ele

Their eye is fovused properly, but
their mind is not vet rightly adjust-
ed.

Those back of the lines,
not in position to serve at the fromt
can help Immeasurably to  win  this
war and end it with greater speeil
if they will only Keep their minds up-
on the injunctions of the day—if they
will keep their mimls upon economiz-
ing, upen sacrificing, upon SWinging
into line with the most efMective team
play the world has ever known.

The entry  who “does his bit” on the
ball tield never wins o penant. It Is
the one who "does his all.”

There isn’'t an American who does
not wish down through the depths of
his soul for a swift and proper end-
ing of this war. This goual van only
be reached by united team play back
of the lines, by united sucritice, unit-
ed veonomy. united aid, uniteld loyul-
ty. united concentriation upon the
main object ahead, the winning anid
ending of the war. The longer citi-
zens put off thewr day  of complete
sucrifice, of needed cconomy, of vom-
plete team play. the longer this war

who are

goes on and the greater the sacrl-
fice that waits aheac.
lost—

Many a pennant has been
many a football game has gone wWrong
—Dbecause each man thought the oth-
er fellow would maks the play or do
the work. Team pluy is built of no
such thought. It is made up of op-
posite Ingredu:nw—il ig mude up of
each man taking upon himself the
Job of doing his ful and complete
share, leaving nothing to fate, luck
or destiay, taking nothing for grant-
ed but the accomp ishment of the
job at hand.

United for team »Hlay buck of the
lines, as it will hava the impetus to
earry it to the greatest goal the
world has ever dreamed of—u swift
and proper peace.—Gratland Rice.
— The New York Food Administra-
tion a few days sgo seized  from
Pincus Friedman, an East Bide food-
selier, fifteen tons of sugar that he
had hoarded, presumably for specula-
tive purposes. The sugar was sold at
9 cents a pound, some of it to hospi-
tals and charitable institutions and
the balance to nbout 6500 retail
grocers for distribution among tle

YORK,

people.

AI’PIIIMIIHIHli THE CRISIS |

President Wilson Says War Will Be
Settled In 1918,

PLAIN TALK TO AMERICAN FARMERS

The lssue in This War is the Same as
the Issue in the American Revolution
—It is a Question of Liberty, the
Right of the People to Govern Them-
velves.

Washington, Jun., $l.—In u  mes-
sage to the nation's farmers delivered
tdday to an agriculturl conference
at Urbana, 1., President Wilson sald
he thought stitesmen on both sides
of the water realized that the cul-
minating crisis of the war had comv
and this yvear's wchievements would
decide |t

The messuge, which the president
intended to present personally until
attacked by a coll severnl days wguo.
was delivered by President James of
the University of lllinois. Recounting
the aggressions of Germuany, the pres-
lent sald:

“We are fighting, therefore, us truly
for the liberty und self-government
uf the United Stites as if the war
of our own revolution hed o
foucht over again: and every man in
svery business in the United Stutes
must know by this time that s
whole future fortune lics in the bal-
unee.

“our national life and our  whole
future development will pass under
the sinister intftuences of foreign con-
trol if we do not win. We must win,
therefore, and we shall win. 1 need
not ask you to pledge your lives and
fortunes with those of the rest of the
nation 1o the aceomplishinent of this
great emld,

“you will reallze, as | think states-
yaen on both sides of the water real-
iz¢. that the culminating crisis of the
struggle has come aml  that tha
achievements of this year on one sihde
or the other must determine this is-

b

sue,”
Farmers at Lexington.

The president recalled that furm-
ers lired the tirst shots ut Lexington
that set aflame the American revolu-
tion for liberty, and expressed the
hope and belief that American farm-
ers now will willingly und conspicu-
ously stand by to win this war, He
sd the farmers did not want them-
selves exempted from military serviee
gs u class, but thut the uttention of
the wiur depurtment was centered up-
on the task of interfering with farm
lubor as little as possible, and he be-
lieved that in the next draft  the
furmers would find their labor mueh
less seriously drawn upoen than in the
tirst

The president’s message sald, in
part:
- e ; i

you realize as keenly as 1 do, that we
are, us i nation, in the presence of a
great task which demands supreme
saueritlce and endeavor of evory one
of us. We can give everything that
is needed with the greater willing-
ness, and even satisfuction, because
the ubjeet of the wur in which we
are now engaged s the greatest that
free men have ever undertaken. 1t
i& to prevent in the life of the waorld
being determined and the fortunes of
men  evervwhere affected by small
groups of military masters who scek
their own interest and the selfish do-
minion throughout the world of the
governiments they unhappily for the
moment contrel.  You will not need
to be convineed that it was necessary
for us us a free people to tuke part
in this war, * ¥ * The rulers of
Germany had sought to exercise their
power in such @ wuy us to shut off
our ecconomiy life so fur as our Inter-
course with Europe was concerned,
and to confine vur people within the
western hemisphere while they ac-
complished purposes  which would
have permanently impaired and im-
peded every process of our nitional
lite and have put the foriunes of
America at the merey of the imperial
government of Germany, This was no
threat. It had become a  reality.
Their hand of vielence hud  been
lakd upon our own people aml  our
own property in flugrant  violation,
not only of justice, but of the well re-
vognized and long standing covenants
of international law and treaty, We
are lighting, therefore, as truly for
the liberty and self-government of
the United States as if the war of our
awn revolution had to be fought over
again; amd etery man In every busi-
ness in the United States must know
by this time that his whole [future
fortune lies in the balance. (lur na-
tional life and our whole economic
development will pass under the sin-
ister influences of foreign control if
we do not win, We must win, there-
fure, and we shall win. I need not
axk vou to pledge your lives and for-
tunes with those of the rest of the ni-
tion to the nccomplishment of that
preat end.
Culminating Crisis Here.

“You will realize, as 1 think states-
men on both sides of the water rea-
lize, that the culminating crisis of
the struggle has come and that the
achievements of this year on the one
side or the other must determine the
issue. It has turned out that the
forces that fight for freedom * *
depend upon us in an extraordinary
and unexpected degree for susten-
ance for the supply of the materiuls
by which men are to live and to fight
and it will be our glory when the
war is over that we have supplied
those materials and supplied them
abundantly, and it will be all the
more glory becauss In  supplying
them we have made our supreme 2f-
fort and sacrifice.

“In the fleld of agriculture we have
agencles and instrumentalities, fortu-
nately, such as no other government
in the world can show. The depart-
ment of agriculture I8 undoubtedly
the greatest practical and scientific
agricultural organization in the world.
* ** The banking legislation of
the last two or three years has given
the farmers access to the great lend-
able capital of the country. * * *
Both by direct purchase of nitrates
and by the establishment of plants
to produce nitrates, the government
is doing its utmost to assist in the
problem of fertilization. The depart-
ment of agriculture and other agen-
cies are actively assisting the farm-

"
ers to locate, sufeguard :md secure at
cost an adequate supply  of  sound
sevdl. The department has $2.500, 0040
availalle  for this purpose now and
has asked the corgress for 36,000,000
more,

“The labor problem is one of great
ditficulty and some of the best agen-
vies of the nution are addressing
themselves to the task of solving it,
s far as it (s possible to solve it * **

Farmers' Response Splendid.

“And let me say that the stimula-
tion of the agencies I have enumer-
ated has been responded to by the
furmers in splendid fashion, * * *
laist spring their planting exceeded
twelve milllon acres the largest
planting of any previous year, and the
vields froni the crops were record-
breaking yields. In the fall of 1417 a
wheat acreage of 42,170,000 was
plunted, which was one million larg-
tr than for any preceding year, three
millions greater than the next largest,
and seven millions greater than the
preceding  five-year avernge.

“But I ought to say to you that ll
not only necessary thut these
achlevements should be repeated, but
thut they should be exceeded, ° * *

I will not appeal to you o con-
tinue qond  renew and  inerease Your
el'orts, | nut believe that it s
necessiry (o do so. 1 believe that you
w1l do it without any word or appeal
from me, becuuse you understand as
wiell ax 1 do the necds amd opportu-
mitles of this zreat hour when the
fortunes of  mankined everywhere
woem about to be determined  and
when America has the greatest oppor-
tunity she has ever had to make good
her own freedom and in making it
good 1o lend o helping hand to men
struggling for their freedom  cevers-
where,  You remember that it was
furmers from whom cime the [first
1oty ut Lexington, that il
tae revolution that made  Americi
free. 1 hope amd believe that  the
farmers of Amerlea will willingly and
conspletously stand by to win this
witr also., The toil, the intelligence,
the energy, the foresight. the self-
saerilee and devotion of the farmers
ot America will, T belleve, bring to @
triumphant conclusion this great lust
war for the emancipation of men
from the control of arbitrary govern-
ment and the seltishness of class lee-
islation and control, and then, whes
the end has come, we may look each
other in the face and be gld that ve
are Americans  and  have  had  the
privilege to play such a part.’

I
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WHISKY RUNNING LOW.

Present Outlook is That Supply Will
Be Exhausted in Eighteen Months.
Whisky bibbers of the country, at

their present rute of consumption, are

drinking themselves out of o supply.
so' rapid is the rate that all of the
the United States will be

mer of 1918,

This is the conservative estimate
of government officinls, who have
beun wutching the rate of flow from
the wiarchouses since the president’s
proclumation stopping distilling, on
September 8, There are only about
157.000,000 galons left in these wire-
houses.

The normal per eapita consumption

of whisky in the United Stites is
about one gallon a year. This v«
statistical way of sauying the annual
normal consumption s 100,000,000
gallons a vear, At this rate the
avidlable supply, tiguring from Feb-
ruary 1, will last a little more than

cighteen months, but expert authori-
lies say that the odd 7,000,000 will be
absorbed during the cighteen months
period and that all the whisky left
on August 1, 1919, will be in private
hunds and that it will not be much
at that.

There is a comparatively large sup-
ply of whisky in private hands which
the experts cannot trace. Il is ex-
pected that the supply held by con-
sumers will increase in ratio as the
stocks In the warehouse go down.
This is where much of the odd
v, 00u gallons will go.

When the Hd was clamped down by
the presidentinl proclamation there
were approximately 165,000,000 gal-
lons of whisky in the vountry. Since
September 8, there has been no legi-
timate distilling and no whisky can
be Imported. Beer consumption hus
fallen off rapidly under prohibition.
but there is no diminution in the
amount of whisky that is apparently
consurned despite the spread of dry
territory.

With the whisky famine will come
a drop in the government revenues of
approximately $320,000,000 year.
The present tax on whisky is $3.20 u
gallon and the tax Is paid upon the
appraximate consumption of 100,000,-
000 gallons a year. This revenue will
have to be made up in other ways
The government, therefore, has inull
but $860,000,000 more to vollect in
whisky taxes on o basis of 157,000,000
gallons at $3.20 a gallon.

During the four months snce dis-
tilling was stopped withdruwals  of
spirita for bevernge purposes have
been unusually light, according  to
figures of the internal revenue bhu-
reau.

While the whisky stock I8 being
rapldly exhausted production of dis-

i

tilled spirits for other purposes is
apparently increasing. More than
10,000,000 gallons of alcohol were

denatured in November last.

e

And the Record is one of Soldiers.—
One of the peculiar facts concern-
ing the entrance of America into the
war is the stimulus given to reading and
discussion of the American Civil war.
The persual of Civil war histories in
England hss become almost a mania
and more books treating of the great
conflict have been sold in England in
one year than in America during the
last jen years.

The reason is simple: England and
the nllies generally “want a line” on
Spanish-American war falled as an
the American as a fighting man. The
adequate criterlon heuune we had
Spain so hopelessly d from
the beginning. But some of the great-
eat battles in the history of the world
were fought in the Civil War, The per-
qenunofduthlmmmut-

were higher than that of any other
ever fought. The verdict seems to
that Americans know a good deal
ut the sanguinary business of kill-
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CONDENSED FOR GIIICI READING

Dealing Mlanly With Local Affairs of
Cherokee, Cleveland, Gaston, Chester
and Lancaster Counties.
Cleveland Star, (Shelby)

Jan. 31:

One of Shelby’s aged and most noble
citizens, Dr. Richard W. Ward, a
retired physician  and a  Christiun

gentleman of culture and wealth, died
here Wednesday morning at 10.15, af-
ter severnl weeks' lllness of la grippe
and old age. He would have been »0
years old next month The Florida
paper, published twlce a week at
Tarpon Springs prepares to lssue next
week 4 small dally with Milton Tiddy.
managing editor and owner and R.
D, James editor. It is a neat sheet and
we wish our former Shelby man much
success in his adventure in journal-
ism in which receipts ure uncertain
and expenses certain. It will be a
morning daily, carrying the Assoclat-

vl Dress  dlispatches. ...\ gallant
Confedernte solidier at the age o
fifteen  and  ao honest, upright citi-

zen, Martin Luther Beam, son of the
Lite  David  Beam of Rutherford
county, died of  pneumonin Sunday
afternoon, January 20, 1918 at his
home in Mooresboro. He was  the
hrother John Calvin and David
Augustus Heam, both of Shelby, 14
and Alex Beam. Mrs. Columbus Bur-
rus, Mra, Margaret MeMurry amd Mrs.
Fliznbeth Webb,

Gaffney Ledger, Jan. 21: I'ine wood
at from twelve to fifteen dollars per
cord is the most expensive commuodi-
ty on the Gaffney murket today. Uak
wooll i much more reasonable in
price, in spite of the fact that it s
%0 much heavier to haul, und yet
those who usk exorbitunt prices for

of

pine say that it is because of the
hauling The people of Gaffney,
eapecially those who have relutives

belonging to  the Eighth Company.
have been much concerned over the
reports that have been current to the
effeet that certain members of the
omgunization would soun go to France.
=o many inquiries have been recelv-
ed at this office that It was decided
to muke un effort to vbtain some au-
thentic information as to Just when
the boys would sail. This move wus
decided  upon because The Ledger
feels that it owes a duty to its sub-
seribers to give them all the infor-
mation possible at all times, and this
‘being w matter which is vitally in-
teresting to a large number of sub-
seribers, (Lt wins thought that no trou-
ble and expense would ke too great
L d
After the most strenuous effort, in-
volving much trouble and cost The
Ledger has at length found out the
exict daté when the boys will take
ship for foreign lands, and all those

who desire to do so may go to
Charleston to bid them a fond fare-
well  before  they leave. The exact
diate  upon  which they will sail is

The Ledger s
divulge

(delated by censor).
indeed sorry that it eannot

this Information which involved so
much trouble to procure.
- =

Chester Reporter, Jan, 31: The ex-
ecutive committee of the Red (Cross
chapter met Tuesiday afternoon at the
work-room in the Agurs bullding.
Heports showing  satisfuctory  pro-
gress in the work of the chapter were
read, Muny urticles for soldiers are
constantly being dispatched to camp,
wnd the work on this brarch Is being
curried on with most grutifying pro-
gress. A class of twenty-two lndies
hus been formed to take surgical
dressings lessons, und the course will
commence upon the arrival of the
Instructor from Atlanta on Febru-
ary 11th. Muterial for the dressings
has been secured, and @ commiltee
was appointed to secure n room for
the class., It was decided to hold a
meeting of the executive commitlee
on the second Tuesday of every month
at 530 p. m......Postmaster V. B.
McFadden, of Rock Hill, who recent-
Iy underwent an operation at the
Pryor hospital in this city, was able
to be out on the street today, and was
glven a warm greeting by his muny
friends.... .....No new cases of cerebro-
spinal meningitis have developed in
Cheater. The child of Willlam Mar-
tin, colored, which is suffering with
the disease, is considerably Improved.
and is expected to recover. The
quarantine Is being vigilantly main-
tained, and there will be no let-up
whatever until all possibility of dan-
ger hus been passed . Mr. J.

Martin Grant, of R. F. D. 2, whose
weather forecast for the month of
February i published, stated

that during the period between Febru-
ary 12th  and 19th the worst cold
wave and blizzard of the whole winter
s due to occur. Mr. Grant is u close
student of metorology, and his fore-
casts are always read with a great
deal of interest In the death of
Senator Ashbel G. Brice, Chester
county hus suffered the loss of au
valuable citizen and a most faithful
and efficient public servant, and the
logs is rendered the more poignant by
reason of the fact that Mr. Brice's
last illness was of brief duration and
that so many people did not know he
was il untll he was In extremis. To
associates n the legislature and to
friends all over the state his death,
occurring in this manner, comes as a
terrible shock, and it is difficult to
realize that the honored and useful
senator, but & few days ago in the
full possession of his accustomed
vigor, and going about his daily tasks
in his usual manner, is no more. As
a man, as & citizen, as a servant of
his Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, as
the servant of his people in the coun-
cil halls of the state, and in the va-
rlous other walks of life, Ashbel G.
Brice did his duty well, and no word
that we can say would add to the
dignity and the glory of that duty
so well done. Personally, we'll miss
his presence, we'll miss his friend-
ship, we'll miss the Inspiring exam-
ple of a man who lived as he did so
as to enjoy the complete confidence
and regard of his felow-men, and we
know that this feeling represents
the feeling of the community. If

we were asked to summ:nriw briefly
the distinguishing characteristic  of
the deveased we would do so in the

phrase “'Fidelity to duty,” than
which no man, regardless of the
sphere of his activities, can have a
more honorable epitaph.
e el e
SPAIN UNDER SUSPICION.
Discriminating Against Allies and

Likely to be Brought to Time.

Wuick retallutory measures iy fore-
cast in Washington us to the answer
of the United Stutes and the Allies
to Spwin's Interference with the ship-
ment of goods across her frontier to
Franve. In fact vertain Spanish ships
now in American ports ready to sall
ure beng held up pending a clearing
of the situation, although the war
trade board in a formal stutement
his denied that vessels under the
“panish tlag generally were being
kept in port.

The American government is pur-
ticularly concerned in the sltuation
because of orders placed in Spain by
General Pershing for supplies for the
American army. It holds, too. the
chief weapon to force a lifting of an
embargo placed by Spain, since Spain
draws heavily on the United Stiates
for foodstulds

The war trude board, which issues
export lcenses and licenses for bunk-
coul, m its statement sald:

“It i® not correct that Spamsh ships
are being generally held up by means
of refusing bunkers or otherwise. It
Is expected further clearunces will be
granted. Euach case Is dealt with on
its own faets, and In o few cases
bunker licenses have been withheld.”

No comment other thun this stute-
ment wias to be had officially at the
war trade board otfices concerning the
Spunish situation. Allled officials have
been given no end of perplexity by
Spain.  Although not so situated geo-
graphically as to ship supplies readi-
Iy into Germany, charges huve been
muie that goods from Spanish Moro-
co huve gone through the Swiss port
of entry in France into Switzerland
and thence into Germany. harges
wlso huve been made that the Ger-
man spy system has  used  wireless
equipment in Spuin to communicate
with the tentral powers.

A considerable clement in the
spunish government, it is well known,
Is tierman in its leanings, and officials
in Washington express no hesitution
in intimating that thix element is m
a lurge measure responsible for the
present trouble.  The officiul reuson
given for the blocking of Gen. Persh-
ing's order is said to be that the

Spunish railrond system has broken
down and that it is impossible
lmidle goods destined for France.

Through their vontrol of bunker
coul the Allies are in position 1o stop
not only the shipment of goods to
Spuin from the allied countries, but

1o

 from ncutrals as well.

ITALIANS SURPRISE AUSTRIANS.

Eye Witnesses Toll of Recent Fierce

Fighting.
Iabinn Headguarters i Northern
Ik, Wednesday, Jan, 0. (Hy  the

Assovinted Press, i ——Eye witnesses of
the Iadian attack of the  past few
days on the Asiago plateau tell o
story of  thrilling interest. From then
aceount it appenrs that the first Ll
an rush was in the darkness at o
velock Mombay morning.  The sleep-
g enemy forces were Liaken
plotely by surprise.  The Alpind wers
o the thick of this tighting and by
duylight they had swept the first line
trenches amd taken an old church,
which formed a strategic pont in the
enemy lines of defense.  They were
vigorously supporting the herole suas-
wari brigade, which took and retook
the height of Col Del Hoaso three
times uguinst the stubborn, Jdesperits
registance of the enems,

These varly movements were a fi-
version o sereen the main mose.
ment on the right where o stroke wus
deliversd for the dominating height
of Monte DI Val Hella, It was here
that the most severe flghting oceur-
redd through Monday night and in the
early hours of Tuesday, Itallan storm -
e troops touk the castern and west.
ern slopes and by T o'vlock Tuesdas
morning had cut their way The
sunpmit amd were estubilishing  them-
selves tiemly in definite control of the

ol -

L

key position,
Hand te Hand.
It wias haml to hamd dghting up

the slopes, with heavy losses on the
Austrian side and the enemy clearh
ub o disdvantage. A singulir fenture
u.l the strugele was supplied by a con-
sSiderable Italian foree which fought its
way far beyvond the tiest day's
Jeetive amd was such o distanes with-
in the enemy’s lines that the troops
were given up for lost When the
final charge was made up Monte 1y
Val Bella, however, this ltalian foree
disenguged itself from  the
vivirelement amd took an Imiportant
“art in the fnal capture of the sum
mit.

Throughout the day vesterday the
enemy sought to redeem the situation
by bringing forward large reinforee-
ments and dt is estimated that 50 new
hatteries  were added 1o his  fighting
Hneo HBut his efforts to move the in-
fantry led to such confusion that all
his counterattacks were rendered abor -
tive, Austrian prisoners declared that
the Yeserves  hureying  were met by
stesndy streams of beaten troups mov -
Ing backward until all orderly formao.
tlons were  broken  up.  Attempts (o
merge the feesh troops with the deei-
mited front line units only added  to
the confusion,

Divisions Wiped Out.

Avcording (o prisoners, the Twenty -
first  Schutzen  Division of Austrinns

uls

Thnems

and  the One Hundred and first Aus-
trian Landstrum Division were vir-
tuilly destroyed  while  the

ustmenl o rel chin

riates with Spaln to remove the pre-
mium which American business men
are paying now in commercial truns-
actions with thut country Is another
problem waiting to be solved.

Treasury depurtment officials have
heen worried lately by the fullure of
the Spanish exchange rate to de-
erease in =pite of the fact thut the
lalanee of trade amounts to $150.-
020,705 in Ameriea's  fuvor for the
tirst eleven months of 1917, the latest
figurcs available. On November 30,
the peseta, ordinarily worth (193, cost
248 in New York for transfer by
eihle to Spain.

FORD TO MAKE U-BOATS.

Manufacturer Promises To

Turn Out One A Day.

New submarine fighters of u pow-
erful type are about to be turned out
in the United States in large num-
bers.  After testifying last Thursday
before the house naval committee won
the naval appropriation bill, Secre-
tary Daniels authorized the state-
ment that contracts  for  “severul
weores” of the new craft have been
pluced with the Ford Motor company
of Detroit. He described them us
“half way bLetween u destroyer and
submarine chaser,” 200 feet long und
equipped with latest discoveries for
combatting submaurines.

All parts of the ships except the
engines are to be fabricated in De-
troit and the parts shipped to seu-
bouard, where they will be assembled.
Changes in the Ford plant lo permit
the handling of the work have pro-
gresscd wo swiftly, Mr. Danlels sald,
that deliveries on the contracts due
the coming summes are assured.

The new vessels are expected to
prove far superior to the chasers now
in use, including those of the 110-foot
class, They will have steam power
with a greater radius of action, wul
be more seaworthy and will be alle
to curry heavier armament. It has
developed that the latest German sub-
marines are equipped with guns
which outrange those of small ~has-
ers und even some merchant ships,

Henry Ford recently placed before
Secretury Danlels plans showing the
pructicability of converting a large
part of his factory into w ship fabri-
cating plant. Naval constructors had
eveolved the latest submarine chaser
and Rear Admiral David W. Taylor,
with two assistants, was sent to In-
spect the Ford plant.  After the of-
ficers had made their report the con-
tracts were placed.

Possibility that additional contructs
might be given other automobile
firms was suggested by Mr. Duniels
but he said no definite acton had
been taken along this line.

In connection with Mr. Danlels’ re-
newed recommendation for a large
increase in both temporary and per-
manent enlisted personnel of the
navy, It was learned today that the
department plans extensive enlarge-
ment of several existing training sta-
tions. Plans already have been ap-
proved for enlarging the Pelham
Bay, N. Y., and Norfolk, Va., stations.
Five thousand men are now at Pel-
ham Bay and 15,000 at Norfolk.

Secretary Daniels said that the
navy now has 95,000 men under in-
struction and with the recommended
increase, will have men enough to
supply crews not only for the en-
tire naval construction programme
as now contemplated, but also for
the hundreds of merchant ships
which are to be placed under his su-

Detroit

pervision.

|determined to get some Germans

and Fifty-second Mountain Brigades of
Kaiserjaegers were similarly decimat-
i, The large percentage of officern
among the prisoners  ix a noticeanle
feature, and the casualties show a
similar heavy proportion of officers,
No exaet Information Is avallable on

the extent  of  losses, but the total
mounts  high for the enemy. Besldes
vielding o considerable number of

prisoners and war materinl the engage-
ment resulted in restoring the ltailan

line 1o the dominating pointa occu-
pled before the enemy made hls  for-
ward movement in this  sector  just

btore Christimns.

GERMANS RAID AMERICANS,

Twe Killed In Trenches and Four Are
Wounded.

Al Americun poscion, on a certain
section of the Freneh front was ralded
during a heavy fog shortly after day -
light last Wednesday morning, writes
an  Associnted correspondent
with the American army in France, The
atuwk  was preceded by a violent ar-
tillery barrage.

Two Americans were  Killed  ad
four wounded. One  soldier Is iniss-
Ing and Is believed to have Ywen cap-
tueed by the enemy,

€ palties have lwen oecuring al-

I'rens

moa_;. . LJor several dave on this
secton Znow  permitted ‘o dis-
close %% ""nll the recent casualties
glven out from Washington occurred
in this sector. The deaths woere
cuused by whell fire, mostly shrapnel,

Laxst night was fairly qulet through -
out the American sector. The usual
number  of shells came over, dolng

no damage, and there were the cus-
tomary sporadic outbursts of machine
gun fire from both sides at polnts
where the opposing lines are nearest,

At daybreak this  morning the
heavy fog which had been enveloplng
the  whole position and the country
for miles around for several days be-
came still thicke®, blotting out all ex-
cept the nearest enemy positions, At

seven  o'clock  three muffled reports
sounded through the fog. There
wiere three whistles, followed quickly

by three shell bursts, The projectiles
vXploded on three sides of an Amer-
iean  listening  post  just outside the
wire within 45 fect of an enemy  lis-
tening post. -

“Then  hell broke loose,” sald one
of the men there. For fifteen min-
utes the enemy broke hundreds of
high cxplosive 77's around the post
and the surrounding ground, cptting
off the men there. Two of them
woere killed In the first few minutes,
Another man who was al the post
toldl  the correspondent later, as he
was Iving on a cot in a fleld hospital,
that he saw four Germans approach-
ing out of the fog as the barrage
lifted. He  brought his automatic
rifle Into olay and saw two of the
Germans fall. He kept on firing un-
til shell splinters hit him in the head
and arm.

“The last | remember in the time
before 1 reached the hospital” sald
another wounded man, “is seelny

sumething moving through the fog. |
an:
put iy rifle to my shoulder, but
never pulled the trigger. There was
a deafening explosion behind me,
Frozen earth, ice, stones and shell
splinters came my way.”

Inspection of the scene of the rald
showed that the ground was ploughed
up by the explosion of shells.

Mayor Carson of South Bend. Ind.,

has given orders that all poplar trees
in the city be cut for fuel




